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Concept Note by ICHR

‘Bharat: Loktantra ki Janani’

The idea of Bharat needs to be cherished as there are millions and millions of Indians across the
globe since times immemorial. 1t is so because Bharat and its 'Loktantra’ have influenced as well
as confluenced civilizations across the world. It made the world to know that the 'Lok’ and its
‘Tantra' are very symbiotic and complement each other to grant good governance. It is from this
land of Bharat, that this spontaneous culture of serving the masses has made its origin.

A distinction needs to be drawn between Praja-Tantra, Jana-Tanira, and Loka-Tantra. One is a
straight translation of the political system known as "Democracy’, the second is 'people versus the
ruler(s) oriented system', and the third is 'a community-system oriented towards the welfare of
the community.

There arc three dimensions of people's polity, a system of governance broadly referred to as
'Democracy': (i) limits on the 'Ruler(s)'; (ii) accountability of the 'Ruler(s)’; (iii) people's direct or
indirect participation in governance and/or their rights of sel{-governance.

In India. from the Vedic times itself, two kinds of states, janapada and rajya have been in
existence. The Indian experience evolved its own form of governance at the levels of the village
and the central polity: (i) the federal/central political structures were delinked from the life of the
community {village communities), and consequently (i) village communities became self-
governing and autonomous, and (iii) developed a hierarchy of self-governing institutions, such as
Panchayat and Khaps, that enabled them to remain unaffected by and lfarge by the changing
kingdoms/ empires particularly those of the invaders hostile to Hindu culture.

This explains the survival of Hindu culture and civilisation in the face of 2000 years of invasions
by alien ethnicities and cultures. This became possible because the Hindu mind from the
beginning addressed the central question of how to weld this vast multiplicity that is India into a
single larger community and from ancient times a geo-cultural definition has been given to this
entity, rashtra, Bharata -- The country which lies to the south of the Himalayas and the north of
the oceans is called Bharata and the Bharatiyas are the people of this country.

Democratic system in Bharat has evolved over the ages. There are ample archaeological, literary,
numismatic, epigraphical, bhakti, and so on, evidences which emphasis on the Loktantrik
tradition of Bharat. The roots of people's self-governance also lie in India's Vedic period going
.b;l(;k’ vide the recent archaeological excavations at Rakhigarhi and Sanauli, to at least 5000 BCE,
if not more.

Vedic literature talks of cosmic cohesion, harmony of existence. The Upanishads stress on
fundamental unity, right to life and existence for all beings. Shrimad Bhagavad Gita emphasizes
on knowledge, faith, action, virtue all synthesized in human conduct.



SUB -THEMES:

(i) Archaeological evidences and democratic roots in Bharat;
(i) Examples of lokiantrika-parampara in literature;

(i} Rigveda and roots of Bhartiya lokiantrika-parampara,
(iv) Sabha and Samiti: exploring Bhartiya democratic traditions;
(v) Dharma-Sutras and loktantra;

(vi) Upanishads and Parishad,

(vii) Exploring Dharama as loktantrika-parampara,

(viii) Kautilva's Arthshastra and Bhartiya loktantra,

(ix) Ganu-Janpadas and Janatantra during ancient period,
(x) Epigraphical sources and lokrantrika-parampara:

(xi) Bhartiva Kala, Epigraphs and lokiantrik traditions;

(xii} Lichchhavi Gana-rafya and loktantra

(xiit) Bhakti and democratic traditions;

(xiv) local institutions/khaps and loktantrika-parampara; and,
(xv) any other subject related to the main theme.




