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University Grants Commission

A :
(Torem S, WRa AIET)
Prof. Manish R. Joshi {Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)
Secretary
D.O.No.2-27/2024(CPP-II) 24th July, 2024/ 2 M4l 2024

Subject: Celebration of “National Space Day" on 23rd August -regarding

As you are aware, to commemorate the successful launch of Chandrayaan-3, the
Hon'ble Prime Minister declared 23rd August as “National Space Day." The
Government of India has officially declared this day as National Space Day.

It is proposed to organize a pan-India celebration on 23 August 2024 to
celebrate the maiden National Space Day with the objective of engaging and
inspiring the youth towards space technology and its applications. This year's
theme will be "Touching Lives while Touching the Moon: India's Space Saga.”

Preceding the celebration, there is a proposal to organize a one-day
Conference/workshop/exhibition,  known  as the Space Ideathon, in
universities/colleges to foster innovative ideas.

Additionally, the Department of Space is organizing the Bhartiya Antriksh
Hackathon, ISRO Robotics Challenge, and zonal-level events showcasing the
achievemnents of Chandrayaan-3's successful lunar landing. This will be followed by
pre-event functions on the 22nd and events on the 23rd of August 2024 at Bharat
Mandapam, New Delhi. Details from the Department of Space are attached
for reference.

Being knowledge creation centres, Universities and Higher Education Institutions
(HEls) are requested to organize conferences, workshops, exhibitions, and Space
ldeathon and encourage their students to participate in the Bhartiya Antriksh
Hackzthon and ISRO Robotics Challenge, as they play a crucial role in engaging and
inspiring youth in space technoiogy and its applications.

The HEIs are also requested to share the activities undertaken by their
respective Institutions in the University Activity Monitoring Portal {UAMP) through
the attached Google Fo
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Government of India
Department of Space

No. DOS/NSD-2024/BG/1/2024 July 05, 2024
National 2024 -

1. As announced by the Hon'ble Prime Minister, the Government of India has declared
23 August of every year as “National Space Day” to commemorate the success of
Chandrayaan-3 mission, which accomplished safe & soft-landing of Vikram Lander at
‘Shiv Shakti' point (Statio Shiv Shakti) & deployment of Pragyaan Rover on the lunar
surface on August 23, 2023. Declaration of National Space Day has been published
in the Gazette of india and a copy of Gazette notification is attached as Annexure-l.

2. Being the maiden National Space Day, it is proposed to organise widespread
celebrations throughout the country in the month of August 2024. The objective is to
engage & inspire the youth of the nation towards space technology & its applications.
The proposed theme for the National Space Day-2024 is “Touching Lives while
Touching the Moon: India’s Space Saga”.

3. Following Pan-India events are proposed to be organised by the respective

stakeholders mentioned below:

A. Ministries/ Departments:
= One-day Conference /Workshop/ Exhibition: Ministries/ Departments
are proposed to organize these through Universities/ Colleges with themes

relevant to National Space Day.

» Space Ideathon - To be organized at Universities/Colleges to bring out

innovative ideas for Class 8-12 students.

= Competition for school students: Online competitions like painting, quiz,
model making etc. to be organized.

B. NGOs:
« Space Tutor: ISRO's registered Space tutors (currently 120 Nos. spread
across the country) will be encouraged to organize the outreach events

(space day related talks/ quiz/ exhibition) during the period across
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the country. Space tutors will be supported by providing promotional

materials.
« VIBHA:

o Space on Wheels — The mobile exhibitions buses will be taken to
various Universities / Colleges during National Space Day

celebrations.

o Conference & Quiz - Will be organised at identified locations across
the country.

« Several other prominent NGOs like Kalpana Chawla Space Academy
Bharati Airtel Foundation, Rambhau Mhalgi Prabodhini, etc, to be

engaged with above such events.

C. Department of Space:

« Bharathiya Antariksh Hackathon: A national level hackathon will be
organized by ISRO. Various problem statements will be announced to the
students and will be encouraged to come up with innovative ideas. Based
on the responses received, teams will be shortlisted to participate in finale
at selected Centres. Students who excel in finale shall be offered
internships at ISRO Centres. Winners (Top 3 Nos.) of the Hackathon will
be invited to demonstrate the applications during the National Space Day
Celebration on August 23, 2024.

« ISRO Robotics Challenge: Being organised to provide the opportunity for
the students in the area of space robotics, with a tagline of “Let's build a
space robot”. The challenge consists of an engineering project where the
Institutional teams build robots to compete in an extra-terrestrial-inspired
arena, performing tasks based on the real-life challenges faced by space
robotics. Winners (Top 3 Nos.) of the Robotics Challenge will be invited lo
demonstrate the projects during the National Space Day Celebration on
August 23, 2024.

« Events at zonal level — Will be coordinated by designated ISRO Centres/
IN-SPACe/ NSIL. These Zonal level celebrations include open-house.
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exhibitions, round-table discussions or debates etc., on 22" & 239 of
August 2024. Some programmes can be organized 1-2 weeks prior to the
National Space Day, so that glimpses of the nation-vide celebrations/ pre-

events can be showcased during the main celebration on August 23, 2024.

Commemorative plaques/pylons: A ceremonial unveiling will be carried
at designated locations during this period to honour the historic
achievement of Chandrayaan-3's successful lunar landing.

4 Towards conclusion, it Is proposed to conduct a two-day grand events at Bharat

Mandapam, New Delhi as outlined below:

« Day-1: August 22, 2024: Showcasing journey of Indian Space programme,

session for ministries/industry/start-up/academia, exhibition, release of major

report(s) etc.

Panel discussion by the Ministries/ Departments on benefits of space
application and societal benefits. The session will be moderated by a Senior
Scientist/ Director of ISRO.

Panel discussion by the Industry/ Start-up on the progress of private space
activities and palicy implementations. The session will be maderated by a
Senior Official of IN-SPACe.

Presentation from the Industries on current & future plans, which will be
co-ordinated by NSIL.

Sessions for Academic institutions, which will be coardinated by lIST.
Release of report on ‘Socio-economic impact analysis of Indian Space
Programme’ — The study carried out through external consultant.

« Day-2: August 23, 2024 (National Space Day):

VVIP visit & address,

Major announcements

Unveiling the models of new projects (Chandrayaan-4 & Next generation
Launch vehicle -SOORYA)

Demonstration of projects and applications by the winners of ISRO Robotics
Challenge and Bharathiya Space Hackathon respectively.

Tentative programme schedule is attached Annexure-Ii.
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5 A National level celebration of this magnitude requires culmination of efforts &
involvement of several stakehalders including Ministries, who have been using space

based services, such as,

= Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare (Exclusive cell using Space
technology: MNCFC)

= Ministry of Jal Shakti (Exclusive cell using Space technology: CWC)

= Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change (Exclusive cell using Space
technology: FSi)

= Ministry of Earth Sciences (Exclusive cell using Space technology: INCOIS)

* Ministry of Rural Development

« Ministry of Urban Development

= Ministry of Home Affairs (Exclusive cell using Space technology: ICRER)

= Ministry of Development of North East Region

= Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry & Dairying

= Ministry of Science & Technology (DST, CSIR, DBT etc)

= Ministry of Education (for coordinating School/ College events)

= Ministry of Mines

= Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology

= Ministry of Tourism

= Ministry of Culture

= Ministry of Information & Broadcasting

= Ministry of Commerce & Industry (DPIIT)

Ministries/ Departments (who have exclusive cell for Space Technolagy or utilizing
the Space data in their operational value-chain) are requested to kindly organize
some events as outlined in para-3A (prior to National Space Day) at their respective
areas to make the event as a grand success. Nodal Officer(s) from ISRO/ DOS will
be identified to extend support for the same.

6. In addition to the events proposed in para-5, active participation of Ministries & their
concerned Departments is envisaged during the panel discussions and share their
experiences/ best practices/ views on how the space technology has benefited their

operational value-chain.

7. ISRO will prepare necessary contents viz., specific videos/ audios/ brochure etc and

provide to the stakeholders for enabling them to successfully conduct the events

Encl.: Annexure-l & I,
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THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY [PART I—S8k 1]

DEPARTMENT OF SPACE
NOTIFICATION
Bengaluru, the 13th October, 2023

F. No. DS_5-18013/8/2023-V.—With the success of the Chandrayaan-3 Mission on 23" August. 1023 with
the landing of the Vikram lander and deployment of the Pragyaan Rover on the lunar surface, India joins an elite
group of Space faring nations becoming the fourth country to land on the moon and the first nation to land near 10

South pole of the moon. The outcome of this histaric mission will benefit mankind in the years to comc.

2 And whereas, this day marks

X

jortan MH ‘ € ntry's advancements in Space Missions,
interest in pursuing STEM and provide a major impetus 10 1he Space

inspire younger g
sector:

3, Now. therefore, the Government of India has declared 239 Day of the August of every year as the
“NATIONAL SPACE DAY to commemorate this historic moment.

SANDHYA VENUGOPAL SHARMA. Addl Secy. (Pers)

" Uploaded by Dre. of Printing st Government of India Press. Ring Road. M@'q;il New Dethi- 1 10064
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Annexure-l|

PROPOSED EVENTS/PROGRAMMES - NATIONAL SPACE DAY 2024

Theme “Touching Lives while Touching the Moon: India’s Space Saga’.

Venue: Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi

1. Inaugural event & Introducing the theme of 10:00 - 10:10
NSD - 2024

2.  Showcase mn,juwney ﬁmm
programme ~ AV / exhibits

3. Release of rnporl on socio-economic
impact analysis of Indian space programme
& short presentation by Euroconsult team

4. Inauguration of exhibits 10:25 - 10:30
5. Keynote address by eminent pqrsonngl 1 U:.‘_ip - 11:00
6. Industry Session: Panel discussion on the 11:30 - 12:30

progress of private space activities and
policy implementations (Pvt. Companies &

start-ups)

7. Presentation from Industry 12:30 - 13:00
representatives on current and future plans (3 x 20 mins talk)
(PSLV by HAL-L&T, LVM3PPP- NSIL,

Spacecraft building)
NCH BREAK

societal
departments)
9. Academia in Space: IISc, IIT & Institution 15:00 - 16:00
of Eminence (3 x 20 mins talk)
_‘::.-4.:' e & -;:ﬁ 3 4,
10 Pitch presentations by identified Private 16: 00 17 0
companies 10 companies)
11.  Cultural Programme %’
12.  Dinner 19:00 onwards
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